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JOHN

John XXII, pope (1316-34), one of the
most celebrated of the popes of Avignon, was
born at Cahors in 1244, and elected in 1316.
Attempting to carry out the policy of Gregory
VII, he interposed his authority in the contest
for the imperial crown between Louis of
Bavaria and Frederick of Austria, supporting
the latter and excommunicating his rival.
A long contest ensued both in Germany and
Italy, where the Guelph or papal party was
represented by Robert, king of Naples, and
the Ghibelline by Frederick of Sicily. The
latter was also excommunicated by John;
but in 1327 Louis entered Italy, and, crowned
at Milan with the crown of Lombardy,
advanced upon Rome, expelled the papal
legate, and was crowned emperor by two
Lombard bishops. He now caused the pope
to be deposed on a charge of heresy and
breach of fealty, When Louis returned to
Germany, Guelphic predoniinance at Rome
was restored; but John died at Avignon in
1334, having accumulated a vast treasure.

John XXIII, antipope (1410-15), a
Neapolitan noble, born c* 1370, a cardinal
who was recognized throughout most of
Europe as the successor of Alexander V,
having been elected by the Alexandrian
faction in 1410. He convened the council
of Constance, but was deposed in 1415 for his
excesses, yet re-appointed cardinal.

John XXIII, pope (1958- ), born Angelo
Giuseppe Roncalli, the son of a peasant at
Sotto il Monte near Bergamo in northern
Italy, in 1881. Ordained in 1904, he served
as sergeant in the medical corps and as
chaplain in the first World War and sub-
sequently as apostolic delegate to Bulgaria,
Turkey and Greece. In 1944 he became the
first Papal Nuncio to liberated France and
championed the controversial system of
worker-priests. Patriarch of Venice in 1953,
he was elected pope in October 1958 on the
twelfth ballot. He convened the 21st
oecumenical council in order to seek unity
between the various Christian sects an id
broke with tradition by leaving the Vatican
for short visits to hospitals and prisons in
Rome. See popular Life by A. Lazzarini
(trans. 1959).

JOHN, surnamed Lackland (1167-1216), king
of England, youngest son of Henry II, was
born at Oxford, December 24. His father
sent him to Ireland as governor in 1185, but
his misconduct soon compelled his recall.
He attempted to seize the crown during
King Richard's captivity in Austria; but he
was pardoned and nominated his successor
by his brother on his deathbed. John was
crowned at Westminster, May 27, 1199,
although Arthur (q.v.), son of John's elder
brother Geoffrey, was the rightful heir. On
the Continent Arthur was acknowledged and
his claims were supported by Philip of France,
whom, however, in May 1200 John succeeded
in buying off. In. the same year he obtained
a divorce from bis cousin Hawisa of Glouces-
ter, and married Isabel of Angoul6me. In
the war in France Arthur was taken prisoner,
and before Easter 1203 was murdered by
John's orders. Philip at once marched
against John, and captured city after city
until by March 1204 only a portion of

Aquitaine was left to John. In 1205 John
entered on his quarrel with the church the
occasion being a disputed election to* the
archbishopric of Canterbury. In 1207
Innocent III consecrated Stephen Langton
an English cardinal, and John declined to
receive him. In 1208 the kingdom was
placed under an interdict. John retaliated
by confiscating the property of the clersv
who obeyed the interdict, and banished the
bishops. He compelled the Scots kins
William the Lyon, who had joined his
enemies, to do him homage (1209), put down
a rebellion in Ireland (1210), and subdued
Llewellyn, the independent prince of Wales
(1212). Meanwhile he had been excom-
municated (1209), and, in 1212, the pope
issued a bull deposing him, Philip being
charged with the execution of the sentence
John, finding his position untenable, was
compelled to make abject submission to
Rome, agreeing (May 1213) to hold his
kingdom as a lief of the papacy, and to pay a
thousand marks yearly as tribute. Philip
disappointed, turned his forces against
Flanders; but the French licet was surprised
at Damme by the English, 300 vessels being
captured, and 100 burned. In 1214 John
made a campaign in Poitou, but it turned out
ill, and he returned to enter on the struggle
with his subjects. A demand by the barons
clergy, and people that John should keep
his oath and restore the laws of Henry I was
scornfully rejected. Preparations for war
began on both sides. The army of the barons
assembled at Stamford and marched to
London; they met the king at Runnymede,
and on June 15, 1215, was signed the Great
Charter (Magna Carta), the basis of the
English constitution. In August the pope
annulled the charter, and the war broke out
again. The first successes were all on the
side of John, until the barons called over the
French Dauphin to be their leader. Louis
landed in May 1216, and John's fortunes had
become desperate, when he died at Newark,
October 19. His reign., however, saw im-
provements in the civil administration, the
exchequer and the law courts. Royal
charters were granted to towns and English
local government introduced into Ireland,
See Life by K. Norgatc (1902) and study of
his reign by Painter (1949).
JOHN II (1319-64), king of France, succeeded
his father, Philip VI, In 1350. In 1356 he
was taken prisoner by Edward the Black
Prince at Poitiers and carried to England.
After the treaty of Bretigny (1360) he
returned home, leaving his second son, the
Duke of Anjou, as a hostage; and when the
duke broke his parole, and escaped (1363),
John chivalrously returned to London, and
died there.
JOHN (1296-1346), the blind king of Bohemia,
son of Count Henry IJI of Luxemburg (after-
wards the Emperor Henry Vll). Having
married (1310) the heiress of Bohemia, he
was crowned king in 1311. In the struggle
between Austria and Bavaria for the imperial
crown he gained a victory for the Bavarians
at Miihldorf in 1322. In 1333-35 he was
warring in Italy for the Guelph party. In
1334 he married a Bourbon, became an ally